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ADDRESS.. 


The Editov’s Introductory Address to his Young Readers. 


Dear Youru, 


It is with peculiar emotions of pleasure that I now 
‘present you with the first number of this little publication. 
An ardent desire to promote your spiritual and everlasting 
good could alone have induced me to venture upon such an 
undertaking. The plan has long been a subject of very 
serious meditation, and had not delicacy of feeling pre- 
vented, it would have been presented to you years since. 
But an increasing anxiety for yeur spiritual improvement 
and salvation, has at length overcome those feelings, and 
the Guardian is now proffered to your perusal, with an 
humble hope, that it may, by the blessing of God, be made 
instrumental of advancing your best interests for time and 
eternity, 

Your introduction upon the stage of human lite, my 
young friends, is in a most interesting period of the world 
—when the glorious promises respecting Zion are begin- 
ning to receive their accomplishment—when pagan dark- 
ness and idolatry, Mahomedan imposture, Jewish infideli- 
ty, and popish superstition are retiring before the resplend- 
ant rays of the Gospel ef Christ—when the Christian world 
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are fast waking fiom a sleep of near six thousand years, 
and just beginning to fulfil the command of Christ, to 
preach his Gospel to every creature. There have indeed 
always been some, from the days of Enoch who “ walked 
with God,” whose minds have been raised from the gene- 
ral degradation, and stupid indifference, to a sense of the 
superior excellence of divine things. But like him, they 
have been almost solitary exceptions, in:comparison with 
the countless millions, who have, from age to age, been 
borne away by the deluge of human depravity.  Dark- 
ness has long covered the earth, and gross darkness the 
people.” But thanks to God, the auspicious time has 
come, When the Sun of righteousnes is lighting up the ho- 
1izon, and presenting a most beauteous prospect of mil- 
lennial glory ; of that blessed day, when “ the light of the 
moon shall be as the light of the sun, and the light of the 
sun shall be seven fold, as the light of seven days. “4 

Ob happy, happy youth ! who have your birth and ed- 
ucation, not only in a Christian land, but in an age of un- 
exampled and increasing light, privilege, aud improvement. 
O what a rich price is put into your hands to get wisdom ! 
To get this pearl of immense value, which cannot be 
gotten for gold neither shall silver be weighed for the 
price thereof.” ‘Not even those happy children, who raised 
their young hosannas to the Son of David in the temple, 
were favoured wi:h equal privileges. ‘The Bible in your 
own langvage, and many excellent catechisms to help you 
to understand and treasure it—an enlightened and regular 
dispensation of its precious truths—a rich variety of useful 
reading—the expericnce of all past ages—the distinguished 
benefits and facilities which an active spirit of benevolence 
is continually furnishing—and especially the uncommon 
influences of the Holy Spirit, raise you above all former 
height of privilege, and load you with a double weight of 
obligation. Ocan you ever sufficiently realize the blessed- 
ness of your situation, or be too assiduous to improve it? 
Are you not ready to reso! ve, that you will put away all! 
vain and chiidish things, and uniformly and perseveringly 
endeavor to advance the best interests of your immortal 
souls > 
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* Be wise to-day, ’tis madness to defer ; 
Next day the fatal precedent will plead ; 
Thus on, till wisdom is push’d out of lifes. 
Procrastination is the thief of time ; 

Year afver year it steals, till all are fled, 
And to the mercies of a moment leaves 
‘the vast concerns of.an eternal scene.”. 


Let your attention be occupied by the best things, and 


particularly the best reading.. Resist the tempting pages 
of Piays, Nevels, and Romances, and select those books 
which will tend to improve the understanding, and increase 
virtuous affections. In such aday as this, you will have 
no need of resorting to the tales of fiction: fer entertain- 
ment, for facts are continually traspiring’ in the earth, 
which excite the deepest interest in all the heavenly world, 
and may well claim the attention of us mortals. [t is not 
less ignoble, than crimina! and unsafe, to prefer the trifles 
and vanities of the world, to those all important realities 
which pertain to the kingdom of God.- Your hanpiaess, 
no less than your future and eternal safety, depend upon 
a faiithfulimprovement of your time and privileges, to the 
good of your soul and the glory of your Maker.. Happi- 
ness and duty are inseparable. If your feelings incline you 
to doubt this, let me refer you to the cloud of witnesses, 
whose dignified lives; and peaceful happv deatlis, are re- 
corded on the biographic pages. And before you resolve 
to pursue the dictates of fancy, and to seek your happiness 
from earthly things, Jet me intreat you to examine the 
subject thoroughly. Listen to the directions of the wise 
and good ; and above all, look for guidance to that gracious 
Being, who would not that any should perish, but that all 
should come to repentance, and be saved. 


‘¢ Beware what-earth cails happiness, beware 
All joys, but joys that never ean expire. 
Who builds on less than an immortal base, 
Fond as she seems, condemns the joys to death.” | 


You have, my young friends, just set out on the journey 
of life: a journey on which all are hasteuing to eternity. 
The inspired writers often represent fife under this simili- 
tude. The Patriarch and the Psa! mist calied it a piigrim- 
age. And the Apostles styled themseives strangers, so- 


journers, and pilgrims on the earth, declaring. that they. 
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had here no continuing city, but sought one to come. 
But though life is a journey and all are travelling to eter- 
nity, yet all are not travelling the same way. The Scrip. 
tures represent mankind as pursuing two directly contrary 
ways: the one strait and narrow, that leads to eternal life ; 
and the other broad and wide, that leads to eternal death. 
Now all are pursuing one of those ways, and will soon find 
their course terminate in one of the two extremes, of 
endless happiness, or endless misery. In consequence of 
the apostacy, all are by nature in the broad way, pressing 
en to final perdition. And when I consider the natural 
propensities of the depraved heart, which incline them to 
continue in this way ; and the subtle devices of the adver 
sary, by which he is alluring his votaries on toruin; I trem- 
ble for these young immortals, who are just commencing 
their earthly pilgrimage. The journey of life is very 
justly compared to the journey of aday. As it is begun, 
so it is generally ended. When the morning of the day is 
spent in idleness, amusements, and dissipation, it is seldom 
that the remainder is diligently improved. to any useful or 
honourable purpose. And thus it is in life; its conclusion 
is usuSly a perfect transcript of its commencement. Evil 
habits, early formed, strike their roots deep in the depraved 
heart, and produce a luxuriant growth, which is seldom 
checked, until it has brought to maturity much evil fruit. 
Looking, therefore, upon one who has grown up without 
suitable culture, we may justly say, “ Can the Ethiopian 
chance his skin, or the leopard his spots.” Oh, how inte- 
vesting, how important then, is your situation ! just entering 
on the eventful journey of life, imbibing principles and form- 
ing habits, which will determine your character and destiny 
for eternity. Every fleeting moment, therefore, is big with 
eternal consequences Upon its improvement may depend 
the final salvation, or condemnation, of the immortal soul. 
Be wise then to improve that time which is so infinitely 
precious. Immediately obey the wise man’s injunction, 
and the Guard:an’s motto, Remember now thy Creator 
in the days of thy youth.’’? Forsake the fancied pleasures 
of the world, which like a syren song, allure the young 
traveller on to ruin. Present enjoyment is but a seconda- 
ry object with travellers who are hastening with their all, 
to a far country, where they are to haye their permanent 
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residence.” Regardless of surrounding scenes, they turn 
not to the right or to the left; but press forward with a 
stedfast eye upon the end of their journey. And what 
have travellers to eternity to do with those pleasurable 
scenes, that will only retard, and endanger their progress ? 
What words can paint the folly of trifling in these circum- 
stances ? 


“Tf Angels tremble, ‘tis at such a sight.” 


Another year is past. A new one succeeds, and is 
rolling on with like velocity. While we survive, how ma- 
ny thousands have passed into eternity? On the right, 
and on the left, how many have fallen’ Perhaps, some 
of the dear youth, f am addressing, arenow clothed in the 
sable weeds cf sorrow, grieving fer the loss of some dear 
companions of their way. They began the year with you; 
but ah, it was their last. They were to be made warnings 
to you of the shortness, uncertainty, and vanity of life. 
And while I would add my sympathies, and tender!y wipe 
away the tear of affliction, let me ask, whether you have so 
improved the visitation of God, as to feel and say, “ It is 
good for me that I have been afflicted.” Let me ask, has 
it led you to a proper sense of the uncertain tener by 
which you hold all earthly enjoyments, and the necessity 
of looking beyond this world for durable enjoyment. Has 
it produced a deep and abiding impression of the sinful- 
ness of the human heart, and the infinite need of its being 
cleansed in the Saviour’s blood ? And have you come to 
this blessed Saviour who laid down his life to atone for your 
sins, and humbly sought his forgiving mercy? Oh, have 
the divine and heavenly attractions of his cross melted you 
into a sweet and sacred consecration of yourselves to his 
service P Then indeed have your afflictions proved “ bless- 
ings in disguise ;” and you are prepared to commence this 
new year, with new views of time, and the importance of 
diligently improving it, with a strict and wise reference te 
eternity. Oh, how new will be the year to you! The first, 
as it were, of your life. The first, indeed, in which you 
have lived to any good purpose. May divine grace shield 
you from those temptations, to which your years and inex- 
perience expose you, and not only make you faithful to 
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vour own soul, but to those of your youthful companions, 
But are there net some of my young readers, who have 
misimproved, both the merciful and afflictive providences 
of the past year, and yet remain without that Christian 
hope, which is an-anchor to the soul, and without the friend. 
ship of that God, whose favour is life, and whose loving 
kindness is better than life. Oh, how shall I warn you of 
your danger, and exhort you to flee from the wrath to 
eome? Think of the goodness and mercy of God, in spar- 
ing you from year to year, that you may have a further 
space for repentance. [le delights in the exercise of imer- 
ey, and would not that any should persh Ocome unte 
Christ then; and taste the jeys of his salvation. Let this 
be the liappy. year, fa which the angels of Heaven shall re 
joiee over you, and hail-your: union to the Church of Gud, 
Then shat! you be introduced to those enjoyments which 
are unspeakable and full of glory, that wiil be changed 
only from glory to glory, till they rejoice in that fruition 
of blessedness, which “eye hath not seen, or. ear heard, 
or the heart of man conceived.” | 


Sa ecietie aa 


MEMOIR OF MISS JANE LUCY BENN, 


Miss Jang tucy Benn was born at Highgate, May 19th, 1812. Sie 
was a child of a very good understanding ; but her spirit was naturally 
high, and her temper irritable. Of this, at eight years of age she was 
sensible ; she often lamented it with tears, and would earnestly pray 
for Divine grace to subdue-her pride and irritability. To prayer she 
united herdiligent endeavours; and by these means her temper was 
greatly softened and amended. 

A few days before her death, she made the following remark upon 
this subject ; addressing ber mother, she observed, ‘“* My bad temper 
which Iso often triedto conquer, see how my Sayiour has changed it ! 
te has always been good to me. This red of his chastisement has 
been astaffto me. It was by making meso long weak and ill that he 
cave me time:to read my Bible and to think of him. How good is 
his Providence to all uschildren! He has afflicted papa for years; but 
it was to teach us, that we might learn resignation ; for papa wanted 
no teaching. Sickness isa good thing; they, who have good health, 
cannot learn what sicknes would teach them.”—After this she refer- 
red to one of her brothers, and observed, “ I think. however, that he 
wants encouragement more than affliction; for, though yeung, he 
already mourns for his sins.” 

It was remarkable, that although she was so young, she always kept 
a little purse devoted to the poor, and constantly put into it the halé 
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of whatever she received. When only six years old she discovered 
great fondness for music, and could play.upon the piano forte little 
pious strains, of which both the words and the tune were her own 
composing. 

Miss Benn’s general state of health was very delicate, although not 
confined to the house till within a few months of her death. 

The affliction and lingering illness of her father appear to have been 
the means of great spiritual benefit to her. Although she was but ten 
years eld when she died, and she scarcely survived him six mouths, 
yet she seems to havi deeply sympathized in her parent’s sorrow, and 
to have cherished in her mind all the practical lessous of so painful a 
visitation. 

Mr. Benn was longand heavily afflicted with the asthma. This ter~ 
minated his valuable life on the 24 of August, 1812, at the age of 41. 
His soul seemed, particularly in his last illness, to have anticipated 
Heaven; the remarks he made, which were.collected by his son, a 
youth of eleven years, and written down with great filial affection, are 
so very impressive, that I cannot forbear recording them. 

The evening before his departure, he desired all his children to come 
into his chamber; and placing them around his dying bed, addressed 
them,—* You all know that | am soon going to be transplanted out of 
this world into a better. I hope I shall there be permitted to watch 
over you, and I trust in God you are all little Christians, all walking 
the same road, and will soon follow me. You all know the road ; 
great pains have been taken to show it to you. Where is it to be 
found ?”——-The children all instantly replied, “In the Bible” The 
dying | cog proceeded,—“ Keep hold of that chain; it will never 
mislead you. -When you are at a loss, if this or that be right, ask your 
Bible: see if your Saviour would have done so.” Addressing the 
elder children, he said, “ Remember, you are to teach the younger ; 
tell them all we have taught you and try to make it a pleasure.” 

Addressing his eldest son, he observed, when you go iuto the 
world, and are exposed to persons who perhaps will ridicule the Sav- 


_ iour’s name and the Bible, do not listen to them ; divert your mind by 
_ thinking of something else; pray for them, but do not speak of their 


faults to others: If you can, secretly tell them of it,in such a way as 
they will listen to; it may do them good; remember, they may not 
have had your advantages. Seek that Society which will help you to 
practice your Bible ; it will provide comfort for you when friends for- 
sake you. Every other comfort in this world has its drawback, and is 
not lasting. When you are in pain or suffering, write upon it, THE 
ROAD TO HEAVEN. 

It was Mr. Benn’s custom so to arrange all his secular affairs, that 
Saturday evenings might be a preparation for Sunday Upon this sub- 
ject, he said to his children, “when you see people neglecting to 
Keep holy the Sabbath day, pity and pray for them; be thankful that 
you are taught better. When you are at church, remember where you 
are,and whom you are come to meet. Remember, every day in the 
week, that you never leave your room without reading one chapter in 
the’Bible: and then walk by it through the day. Be thankful to those 
who tell you of your faults; think yourself the worse for being flat- 
tered ; never speak ill of any one, nor, if possible, hear any thing un- 
favourable of another; we ought to feel, as if our very soul was sullied 
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by slander. When you give to the poor, ask your heart, what is tie 
motive : do you give because the Bible commands it ? There is charity 
in covering the faults of a f-llow-creature, as well as in covering his 
naked body. As I trust we are travelling the same road to heaven, so 
i wish we shouldall lay our dust in the same tomb. You shail all.go 
to Paddington Church-yard, and fix on our little spot.” 

Frum this account of the last illness of the parent, I now return to 
Miss Benn. She often spoke as if she thought that Affliction was a pe- 
caliar favor which God had conferred upon her; and at the beginning 
of one of her coughs, she said, “ Now E have got something to be 
thankful for; and, addressing her brother, said, ‘“‘ You see it was well 
ior me that I read my Bible when in health: I can do nothing now.” 

Awaking at another time out of a very uneasy sleep, she observed, 
‘Oh! how good is God to me that I have no pain in my stomach, al- 
though I have been scarcely able te eat for some days!” 

Addressing Mirs. B she said, “ Mama, I was long very unlappy 
about my sins; I often wept lest I should not go ‘o heaven; so i 
prayed more earnestly for pardon, and read the Bit'> nore, and [soon 
found myself more happy; ‘orl saw that sll sins were forgiven for the 
sake of Jesus Christ, Therefore now k feel happy ; seither pain nor 
sickness affects me as before ; | now consider it as © happiness to die ” 

She entered her father’s room a few minutes after he expired, and 
looked at his corpse stediastly.. Fhen to the astonishment of all pre- 
sent, without shedding a tear, and with a heavenly smile upon her 
countenance, she said, “ L used to wish to die before my father; but lt 
am glad Ff did not; for now I see how blessed it is. to die and go to 
heaven. Now angels are rejoicing over my dear papa. It was, as it 
were, written on papa’s door, As for me and my house, we will serve 
the Lord.” 

Six weeks previous to her death, she desired to be removed into the 
voom in-which her father died, and to have his-chair, and his table, 
with his watch upon it, saying, “1 wish to die where papa did.” 

When Mrs. B. asked-her,. ** Why are you so willing to leave us? 
Have you not every comfort this. world can give?” She repled with 
great sweetness, ‘* Yes mama, TF have indeed; but they are not my 
God. In heaven there will be no sin testrive against. ‘Thisisa place 
of trial, but heaven is.a place of joy and gi ry. 

One day, adverting to. ber having been reproved and rebuked for a 
supposed falsehood, Mrs. B. observed, ‘‘ Mydittle comfort, 1 was sorry 
for it;” she instantly said, “* You need not be sorry for it; had you 
never reproved or reuuked me when I was wrong, I shsuld not now 
have been your little comfort.” 

On Mrs. B.’s addressing her, ** My patient child,” she would: say,. 
« Do not praise me; that is net right ; I wish | had more patience ; I 
am always trying for it. When I was in pain with the blisters, my 
prayers used to be, that God would be pleased. to remove my pain; but 
now I only pray for patience to bear what my God pleases.” Twice, 
io her very last days, she remarked, if God were to say, ‘Jane Benn, 
you shall live to be old, and have all the good things of this world, and 
ge to heaven at last; or} will take you now; which would you like 

est?’ I would say,*‘O Lord! il thou pleasest, take me now.” Isit not 
good of my Heavenly Father to take me now in my vouth, out at 
the way of all temptations ©” 
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When asked how she did, her usual. answer was, “ Pretty well and 
very happy.” To her friend, Mrs. L——, she wrote, “I am perfectly 
happy; Lhave no fears of death ; death is not dying, but living ;” and 
again, “I trust my sins are all forgiven; [love God, who made me, 
and has given me all my mercies; but I love Ged most, because he 
gave his Son to die for me.” 

On the Saturday night before her death, for the first time, she com - 
ylained of great pain; after this, convulsions succeeded, and it was 
thought that she was gone. Soon, however, she revived, raised her 
hands from the pillow which lay before her, and, lifting them up in the 
attitude of prayer, fixed her eyes towards Heaven nearly for a quarter 
ofan hour. Then.dropping on the pillow again, she said,‘ I am safe 
and happy ; his everlasting arms are underneath me.” ‘She then prayed 
earnestly that God would bless her beloved mother, and gave a sol- 
emn ard affecting charge to her brothers and sisters to be affectionate, 
dutiful, and obedient to her. 

To her eldest brother she said, “ You must new be an husband to 
mama: we shall allsoon meet again.” After this she exclaimed, “ O 
my Father, take me to thy heavenly kingdom, take me toe thy holy 
habitation: O my Father, come quickly.” 

As she finished this sentence, Mrs. B——~. who was supporting her, 
sdded,—* If it please thee.” She instantly looked up to Heaven, and 
with peculiar emphasis lisped out, “0 for grace to add my mether’s 

rayer!” 
: The period now drew near when all pain was to cease, and glory 
to commence for ever. 

The last words she was heard to utter were these, which she spake 
with death in her countenance, but-with humble confidence and deli- 
cate feeling, 6 O my Father; 1 have no Father but thee; take me to 
iby holy habitation.” 

Mrs. B——— observed, “‘ You have not now long to wait; perhaps in 
half an hour you may bein heaven.” She looked with a most divine 
and affectionate smile, and said, “‘ I: know it, mama.” 

In about twenty minutes after this, without a sigh or a groan, her 
happy spirit took its flight, and mortality was exchanged for life ever- 
asting. 

Thus died Miss Jane Lucy Benn, aged ten years and seven months. 

May all who read this memoir imitate her piety to God, her love to 
her Saviour, her filial affection to her parents, her concern for the spi- 
ritual welfare of her brothegs and her sisters, her delight in doing good ' 
Then may they hope to die the death of the righteous, and that their 


latter end may be like hers. 


ACCOUNT OF AN INTERESTING AND PIOUS CHILD. 
[Extract from a letter written soon after her death.] 


“ Asto the depurted spirit of ourdearlittie Ann, | cannot 
doubt but it has reached the general assembly and church 
of the first born in Heaven; and I believe that Jesus wi!! 
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raise her body-at the last day, more pure, more lovely, and 
free from every sin. She was so pleasant and amiable ir 
her natural disposition, that her short stay with us was 
made happy in having all her wishes attended to. My 
partiality saw no faults. We scarce ever were alone, but 
she would, of her own accord, begin -to converse on serious 
subjects. "Heaven seemed to have the first place in her 
thoughts? and she often said, when enjoying perfect health, 
she should rather die and go to God, than live to grow up; 
for this was a sinful world. One time last winter, I came 
into the chamber where I now am, and found her in tears. 
I asked what made hercry; she said she was afriad she 
did not love God best of all. I asked, what made her now 
think she did notlove hini. She said her heart was wicked, 
and she was afraid she did not know how to love him as she 
ought todo I could not help comforting the sweet child ; 
and told her if she only loved him as well as she could, he 
would love her, and when she grew older, she would love 
him better; but if she did not live to grow up, he would 
take her to his own bosom. She seemed quite animated 
with the thought of going to Heaven, and said aunt Sa- 
rah, do you think I shall know my Saviour. I told her 
yes, for he would take her in his arms. She then said, if I 
get to Heaven before any of our family, they will not all be 
strangers to me there, for I shall know my dear grandpapa, 
and aunt Lydia, and aunt D. After this she often spoke 
confidently of going to that happy piace; and I noticed, 
whenever she said any thing of Jesus, she would say, my 
Saviour. Still she often lamented she could not be so good 
as she wished. I think I told you, that twice during the 
winter she, of her own mind, wrote down some resolutions 
and brought them to me to keep for her; but she came 
one day with tears in her eyes, and said that her wicked 
heart would not jet her keep them. She always went to 
meeting with me, and I have often been astonished at her 
conversation as we walked along She frequently said, she 
hoped to hear every word, fer it might be her last Sabbath ; 

and often remarked, she did not know as she should ever 
see the light of another day Besides her morning and 
evening form of prayer, this endearing child has, for more 
than a year, been in the habit of retiring by herself, for se- 
cret devotion, Ifevyer I went into the chamber and found 
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her on her bended knees, she never was tle least dis- 
turbed: neither looked up to see who it was. A day or 
two before I left her, she asked me iff should like to hear 
her. I don’t know how it was, but much as I longed to hear 
her, I leftit entirely with her; and by so doing deprived 
myseif of the last opportunity of hearing her pious suppli- 
cations to her heavenly Parent. Idid not leave the reom 
however; aad the length of time she was engaged surprised 
me. I thought it must have been fifteen minutes. When 
done, lasked what she prayed for. Never shali I forget 
ihe solemnity of her voice, and countenance, when she 
looked upon me and said, that I might be made perfect in 
holiness. ‘This affected me so much, I could say no more. 
Dear child, little did I think this prayer was so soon to be 
answered,”* 


= 


CONVERTED JEWS. 
HISTORY OF THE CONVERSION OF THREE JEWISH CHILDREN, 


WHICH TOOK PLACE AT BERLIN, A. D. 1716.—TRANSLATED 
FROM THE GERMAN. 


In the year 1716, there lived among the Jews at Berlin, 
a family consisting of father, motlier, aud three daughters, 
of which the eldest was twelve years old, the second ten, 
and the youngest eight. These three children having 
often had intercoursé with the children of their Christian 
neighbours, heard from them concerning our Savicur and 
his religion. The Christian children would often tell them, 
how the Son of God himself was a little child, and receiv- 
ed the name of Jesus when be was circumcised, how he was 
brought up by his reputed father Josepis, till iv his thirti- 
eth year be began openly te teach men the way of salva- 
tion, and to work many miracles. They would then speak 
to them about the meekness, compassion and loveof Jesus, 
that be died on the crossa shameful and painful death, in 
order thai poor sinners might not die for ever in Hell; 
* Jesus is rea:'y,” they would say, to “save you also.” 


* This interésting chiid had reached but her 7tb year. 
B 
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These things, related by the Christian children in sim- 
plicity, made a lasting impression upon the minds of these 
young Israelites: they had learned to repeat by heart the 
Lord’s prayer, and many texts of Scripture, by frequently 
hearing the Christian children repeat them: at length all 
three resolved to embrace the religion of Jesus of whom 
they. had heard so much, and whom they had learned to 
love. They went, therefore, to the Rey. Mr. Kahmann, 
M. A. Pastor at St. Mary’s. To him they addressed them. 
selves with a child like confidence ; and declared their re- 
solution to become open disciples, ‘of Jesus of Nazareth, 
whom they loved, and of whose salvation they wished to 
he partakers. The clergyman supposed the children had 
been guilty of some fault in their parents’ house, and from 
fear of punishment had taken refuge with him; he there: 
fore kindly but earnestly exhorted them to return home, 
and to be henceforth obedient to their parents according 
to the fifth commandment. But instead of returning, the 
children embraced his knees, and entreated him net to 
thrust them away from Jesus of ‘Nazareth, as it was him 
alone they did seek, and as nothing but the desire of be- 
longing to Jesus’ flock had induced them to leave their 
father and mother. ‘The clergyman was deeply affected 
to see these dear children thus entreating with tears ad- 
mission to Jesus; he then assured them he weuld take 
them under his protection, which he did afier he had eb- 

tained permission of the magistrate. But as the parents 
soon came to reclaim their children, the matter was refer- 
red to the king. His Majesty ordered a council of four 
ecclesiastics, (two reformed, viz. the Rev. Jablonsky 

and-the Rev. Achenbach, ‘and iwo Lutherans, viz. the 
Rev. Possard and the Rev. Thering,) who should 
examine whether the chi.dren upon their own danite might 
be instructed in Christianity wilhout violuiing palernal au- 
thority. 

Instead of considering the question ¢theoretica//y, the 
council resolved to decide it by putting the sincerity of the 

children to the most trying | fests, and by giving the parents 
rr Lunity to witness the whole of the pr eceedings. On 
the day of exainination, the pareuts being in an “re ning 
apartment the chi, drei were separately examined Concerns 
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ing the reasons of their deserting their parents; they were 
told that nothing should hinder them from returning back 
te them ; they were urged to do so; fine clothes and other 
things were promised them upon their return to thetr 
parents; the hardships they would be likely to undergo, 
after being baptized, were described to them in the strong- 
est and most affecting terms. But they were neither tempt- 
ed by promises nor frightened by threatenings ; and their 
filial affection was greatly moved, yet each of the children 
preferred Jesus of Nazareth to every thing here below: 
“ Gladly,” said they, “ will we forego the love of men, for 
Jesus loveth us; _ we fear ne hardships, if we may but be 
the disciples of Jesus, who will bring us soon to Heaven, 
where hardships will be no more.” 

Recourse was now had to another and still severer trial. 
The parents were brought into the room where the children 
were. They used all means of persuasion, entreaties, 


threatenings, yea, upon their knees they besought the 
children to return. Reader, pause fora moment! You — 


are here introduced into a scene, where the strongest feel- 
ings human nature is capable of, are brought into lively 
agitation. The parental tenderness of father and mother, 
the hard conflict of the children between filial affection and 
love to Jesus, the deep emotions of the spectators—all 
bathed in tears. Love to Jesus bore away the victory.— 
Christain! were your sineerity put to a similar test, would 
your love be as strong ?-—Israelite, can you still deny that 
the love to Christ which constrains some of your brethren 
and sisters to forsake all and cleave to him, is a love which 
{leaven has poured into their hearts ?—But to proceed in 
our history. ‘The second daughter answered the heart- 
breaking applications of her mother, in words blended with 
filral love and Christian fortitude, “ My dearest mother, £ 
will go back with you joyfully, and be your dutiful child, 
if you wili believe in our dear Saviour who died for us poor 
sinners, and who is ready to save you if you but believe in 
him.” The parents then appealed unto the clergyman 
present, to do every thing they could to induce them to re- 
turn. But the repeated entreaties, persuasious, promises, 


and rebukes of the ministers proved fruitless, the hearts: 


of the children were fixed upon Jesus ; it appears that the 
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Lord had drawn these dear children unto himself with the 
cords of love, and when he draws who shall let? 

The love which these children had to the Lord Jesus 
has been often admired by ali the Christians to whom they 
were known. It was so ardent that when they met with 
ihe name Jesus in a book, they would kiss it or press it 
with both hands upon their bosoms. How does the love of 
these Jewish children shame the lamentable coldness and 
indifference of Christian children, nay, of many a Christian 
in riper years of life ! 

The authenticity of this remarkable history is fully 1a 
—- by the records of the parish church of St. Mary’s mf 

erlin, 


A FAMILY SCENE. 


, MONDAY, JANUARY 1, 1819. 


The parlour fire being neatly and comfortably trimed, 
the three lovely children of Mr. and Mrs. H encircled 
it, with their gre to receive some promised entertain- 
meni for New Year’s. The glow of expectation flushed 
their little cheeks, when Mr. H. said, My dear children, 
we are always most happy in giving you pleasure, and are 
ever disposed to gratify your innocent desires. And as 
you know how much we love you and how much we try 
to promote your best good, you can have no fear that we 
shall not take pains, in chessing your diversions, to select 
the best. If we do not always grant such as may give you 
the most merriment, and the most sensible present plea- 
sure, you should be perfectly satisfied, because you are 
sure that we know what is best. How is it, ‘Thomas? 
should you prefer having a feast of Oranges this afternoon, 
aud some games at your favorite play, or attend to some- 
thing that willimprove your mind, and tend to make you 
grow up a good, useful, and happy man? 

Thomas. Oh, Papa, I long to be like Mr. M , when 
I grow tobe aman. You know he is not only a learned 
man, but a good man: for he goes about all the time doing 
good. He first set up Sabbath Schools here for the poor 
children : and I have been told he has done much to pro- 
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mote them in other places. Now plays and Oranges will 
not help to make me like him, will-they ? 

Father. No. But Julia and Susan love to play, and i 
guess, would like some Oranges. 

Julia. I will tell, if dear Papa will permit, what I should 
like. I should like to have Papa and Mama begin the 
Bible history which they promised to give us on each Sab- 
bath of this year. I don’t love to wait until Sunday. 

Faher. And what does little Susan: wish for her pleas- 
ure? : 

Susan. Will Papa give me a’sixpence ? 

Mother. What, are you going.to purchase ribbands for 
your Doll ? | | 

Susan. Oh, no Mama ! Don’t you remember telling 
us about a little girl’s reading a chapter to the Sunday 
School Teacher, and his giving her a penny, and she put 
it in the box, to help send Missionaries to the Heathen, to 
tell them about the great God, and Christ. I want to help 
send them too, Mama: 

Father. You shall be indulged, my child ; but, instead 
of a sixpence, If will give you a shilling. And I have 
thought, among other plans for the New Year, that we 
would have a charity-box placed on our sideboard, that 
you might see how much you could spare, from your little 
sums, for the poor Heathen children. 

Thomas, Julia, and Susan.. Oh do Papa. 

Thomas.. lt will join my sister, in requesting Papa, and 
Mama, to commence*the Buble histories, which they pro- 
mised to do the next Sabbath. I read that a criminal, 
who was going to be executed, traced his dreadful end to 
a neglect of the Bible; and if such evil arises from a neg- 
lect of it, how much good must be gained by an attention: 
to it. 

Susan. My hymn says,. 

« This is a precious book indeed ! 
Happy the child that loves'to read ! 


"bis God’s own word, which he has given 
' To shew our souls the way to Heaven.’, 


Mother. Nothing is more true than those lines, my dar-- 
ifig.. Ob may you all love to read this precious book, 
that you may be bappy children, 
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Father. Yes, my children, the Bible is the book of 
books. The world is full of books written by men; but 
this was inspired by the great God of Heaven and Earth. 
it contains a history of the creation of the world—the first 
man and woman—their unhappy fall—the death of Abel— 
the translation of Enoch—the drowning of the world—and 
some of the most memorable events, down through many 
ages, until afier the days of Christ. It also shows us our 
lost condition, and the only means of recovery—displays 
the wonderful character of God and Christ—and presents 
a most glorious system of doctrives for our faith, polned 
with the most admirable precepts for our practice. ‘Phink, 
my children, of how much more importance must be a reve- 
lation from the Almighty Jehovah, whois from everlasting 
to everlasting, than the most learned and excellent book 
irom the greatest character among men. And how can 
we begin anew year better, than by commencing a sys- 
tematic perusal of it. Therefore, as we design to spend 
the whole afternoon with you, we will, after a little re past 
of fruit, &c. begin those short, but very interesting and 
instructive Bible histories, which, we calculate, if we should 
live, to continue on each Sabbath through the year. 

| Mrs. H. then had a fruit-dish of nice Pippins, and other 
refreshments, served. | 

Susan. O beautiful! How good our Papa and Mame 
are tous. Papa, do the Heathen have such things? - 

Father. Yes, my dear, they have the fruits of the Earth ; 
but it is their being destitute of the Bible, that makes them 
such objects of pity. 

Mother. When we are enjoying these good things, we 
should reflect with the liveliest gratitude, that they are the 
hountiful gifts of God, the Giver of every good and perfect 
cift; but that all the common blessings of life, even all 
ihe luxuries that were ever enjoyed, are nothing in com- 
narison with the gift of his Son Jesus Christ, who gave 
himself to die for us, that our sins might be forgiven, and 

hat we might be received to heaven, when we die. 

Juiia. What a wonderful thing it was for him to die 
fer the world. : 

Susen. Does every body know it, Mama? I don’t hear 
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aly body talk about it. If they knew it, I should think 
mre would talk about it all the while. 

Mother. My dear child, we are wicked ungrateful crea- 
tures. It was men that crucified him; and the hearts of 
all are the same by nature: therefore, it is not strange, 
that thoughtless people are forgetful and indifferent about 
the death of Christ. Some are so hardened, as not to be- 
lieve any thing about it; and don’t attend meeting to 
hear the gospel preached. 

Susan. But Mama, we believe about it, and are our 
hearts as bad as those who don’t believe ? 

Mother. Naturally, my dear, the hearts of all are alike ; 
but the restraints of education, and the influence of divine 
grace, make a difference. No merit belongs to any—the 
praise all belongs to God. 

Julia. We are almost impatient, Papa, to have you 
yegin the history ‘of the creation of the world, and of 
Adam and Eve. 

Father. It will give me great pleasure to gratify you, 
my children ; but before I begin I would inform you, that 
there is one’ part of my plan which I have not yet men- 
tioned to you. I design to ask you cuestiuns upon each 
history as I proceed; aud that you may be able to answer 
them correctly, I shail write them down, and allow youa 
week to study them: so that on each Sabbath, you will 
answer questions on the history which was related the 
preceding Sabbath. In commencing the Bible histories, 
or your entertainment and instruction, fam naturally led, 
as you proposed; to begin with the first of Genesis, and 
give you some account of the creation of the world: But 
I shrink from the seeming irreverence of using any lan- 
guage but the original. Itis inimitable, and as we have 
time, I will read the first chapter, from the beginning to 
the account of the formation of man. 

Mother. Do,sir. LIamaiways delighted with the sub- 
limity of that chapter. 

[The Father reads to the 26th verse, and then begins 
his narration as follows. ] 

On the sixth day, God proceeded to make man, and 
mdde him in his own image: that is, the soul of man was 
made ii the likeness of God, intelligent and hely. His 
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body was formed of the dust of the earth, and God 
‘“ breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and man 
became a living soul.” 

The deminion ef all the wonderful works of his Maker 
was then consigned-to him; and he was made lord over 
all below. Ail the vericus creatures, (which were then 
tame and harniless,) were brought to him, that he might 
name them; “and whatsoever Adam called every living 
creature, that was the name thereof ” 

Adam was placed m a most deligtitful part of the coun- 
try, called the Garden of Eden, where every thing for 
theit comfort, and happiness, were caused to grow in the 
richest profusion. As Heaven itself is called a paiadise, 
in allusion to Eden, it must have exceeded all other scenes 
of beauty and deliciousness. 

In the Garden grew twe remarkabie fruit trees. One 
was Called the tree of life:.and the other the tree of know!- 
edge of good and evil. Of the latter tree, he was forbid- 
den, by bis Muker, to eat, upon penalty of death. The 
command of God to him was, “ Thou shalt not eat of it; 
for in the day that thou eatest thereof thou.shalt surely — 
die.” 

Tocomplete Adams’s happiness a companion was-given 
him, whe was called Eve. ‘The manner of her formation 
was very wonderful.. God cast. Adam into a deep sleep, 
and then extracted a rib from his side, without giving him 
the least pain, of which, by his almiglity power, he created 
a woman, whom: he presented to Adam. And it seems 
that he bad received a divine intimation of the manner of 
her fo: mation, for as soon as he saw her, he expressed.a 
perfect knowledge of:her relationship to him, and named 
her accordingly. 

There was a scene of perfect happiness on earth : and 
TY cannot forbear stopping a moment to contemplate that 
little Heaven below. ‘The holy image of tne adorable 
Jehovah stamped upen the soul! and knowledge, holi- 
ness, free communion with God, and a blissful immortali- 
ty was bis. Sickness, sorrow and death, were unknown. 
All was perfect. felicity. Ah, little did ‘the happy pair 
think, that schemes were meditating for their destruction. 
But, alas, they were soon to experience a sad reverse of a}! 
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their happiness. Some of the Angels of Heaven, who had 
rebelled against God, and were banished to a place of 
misery, called Hell, found theiz way to the happy Garden 
in the new creation; and, fraught with dreadiul revenge, 
attempted to seduce its innocent inhabitants. One of 
these apostate spirits spoke, through the Serpent, to Eve, 
when she was apart from her husband, and in a very sub- 
tle crafty manner, led her to suppose, that there was some 
peculiar virtue in the fruit of the forbidden tree; and in- 
sinuated, that God was unkind in witblrolding the use of 
it. And Eve, instead of resisting the tempter, condescend- 
ed, not only to listen, but, to answer his lies: and having 
now gone too far to return, she cast a wishful look at the 
frait; and when she saw that it was desirable to make one 
wise, she took of it, and did eat: and to complete tie 
dreadful deed of disobedience, she gave it to her husband, 
and he did eat. 

To use the words of Milton in his Paradise Lost, which 
book I hope you wiil one day read and admire: 


¢ Earth felt the wound; and Nature from her seat, 
Sighing through all her ‘works, gave signs of woe, 
That all was lost.‘ 


Now, knowledge, hotiness, happiness and immeortaiity, 
were exchanged for sin, corruption, misery and death. 

They had been accustomed to receive visits from their 
Maker ; but low terrible did conscious guiltnow make his 
voice appear to them. .When they heard his footsteps in 
the Garden, they ran to hide themselves froim his presence 
among the trees. But he called unto Adam, and said, 
* Where art thour”? And he said, “I heard thy voice in 
the Garden, and I was afraid. ”__God now began to inter- 
rogate him, and said, have you eat of the tree which I 
forbade you? Adam, then, to excuse himself, cast the 
blame upon his wife; and she, on being questioned, cast it 
upon the Serpent. Al! how little did itavailthem? The 
Lord God proceeded, in righteous judgment to pronounce 
the dreadful sentence threatened, which involved not only 
the offenders, but the whole human family im its dreadful 
consequences. The Serpent, and Satan who had spoken 
through him, first received their sentence, which to the 
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latter was irrecoverable misery. . But ob, the infinite mer. 
cy of God! the Serpent’s hopeless sentence included the 
promise of a Saviour for man, by whom he shoutd have 
mercy and victory. Yet as an immediate expression of 
God’s displeasure at sin, he drove the unhappy pair from 
the delightful Garden, and guarded the tree of life by a 
fiaming sword, lest they should again take thereof and 
live for ever, 

Thus the divine image, in which the soul of man was at 
first creaied, was eutirely effaced by sin, and countless 
millions involved in wretchedness and misery. 

But, my dear children, the compassion and mercy. of 
God is equal to his justice. His on dear Son has been 
sent, and has died to save us; and if we wil now repent 
of sin, and turn with the whole affections of our souls unto 
Him, He will not only forgive vs, but will at last receive us 
to dwell in the heavenly paradise above, where his pres- 
euce gives glory, and honour, and blesseduess for ever. . 


( To be continued. ) 
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HISTORY OF SABBATH SCHOOLS. 


One object of the Guardian is to convey Sabbath School informa- 
tion. And as many of our young readers are undoubtedly unacquain- 
ted with the manner in which these Schools were commenced, and 
probably even with the name of their founder, we shall begin this de- 
partment with a brief history of their origin and progress. 

Robert Raikes, Esq. of Gloucester, England, has deservedly the 
high honour of having established the first Sabbath School: and by 
his zeal and activity In this glorious cause, has immortalized bis name 
in every part of the Christian world, and laid a foundation for thous- 
ands and tens of thousands to rise wp and call him blessed. 


The following interesting account of the origin of the 
first school is from the pen of Mr. Lancaster, to whom it 
was communicated by Mr. Raikes, when far advanced in 
life. “ He said, observes Mr. L. ‘‘ about the year 1782 he 
had taken a garden, and wanted a gardener. He went to 
the outskirts of the city of Gloucester to hire one. The 
man he went to hire was from home; and while waiting 
for the man’s return, he was greatly disturbed by a troop 
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of wretched noisy boys, who interrupted him while con- 
versing with the man’s wife on the business he came about. 
Full of that compassion which a Christain enly can feel 


' and enjoy, he anxiously inquired the cause of those child- 
ren being thus miserably neglected and depraved. The. 


answer he received; exhibited a true specimen of the 
wretched state of tens’ of thousands of the youth of our 
Britain at that moment. Would to heaven it did not ex- 
hibit a picture ofthe state of tens of thousands of her youth 
atthe present moment! Youth yet unbefriended—yet neg- 
lected—solitary—mentally poor—* asjsheep on the moun- 
tains without a shepherd! as fatherless children! who, did 
they know their own wretchedness—could they plead their 
own poverty, individually would say, help me! oh, my 
Christian friends! for lam poor and needy, and no man 
careth for my soul! 

“The answer he received was, ¢ Oh, sir! if you were 


| here on a Sunday, you would pity them indeed ;—they- 


are then much more numerous and a hundred times worse, 
itisa very hell upon earth, wz CANNOT READ OUR BIBLE IN 
PEACE FOR THEM.’ —It was this affecting answer that mo- 
ved every feeling within him!” “ He immediately asked, 
‘Can nothing be done for these poor children? Is there 
any body near that will take them to school on a Sunday ¢ 
He was answered, there was a person who kept school in 
the lane who perhaps might de it. The wretchedness of 
the poor children, objects of Christian pity and active be- 
nevolence, deeply interested him. The feelings of his 
heart spoke aioud, and told him this was not a time to tri- 
fle—to merely pity ; to say be ye warmed and be ye cloth- 
ed and leave them unsheltered andcold. ‘The novelty of 
an underking, which was likely to draw, and which has 
drasn, the eyes of multitudes towards him, naturally 
struck a reflective mind with its due weight. 

‘“‘ He made a solemn pause, to consider the step he was 
about to take. On his decision at that moment rested an 
opening for one of the highest blessings ever extended to 
the youth of any nation. Happy for Britain her Guardian 
Angel wasnear. Procrastination, that“ thief of time” was 
not Admitted for aninstant. The humble diffidence of this 
worthy pious Christian, was not suffered to discourage him. 
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“ At this important moment (according to his own rela. 
tion) the word ‘ TRY’ was so powerfully impressed on his 
mind as to decide him at once to action. I have heard 
of seeing things with the ‘ mind’s eye,’ and with him, this 
encouraging stimulating call to Christian duty, seemed to 
be sounded in the ear of his soul. Obedient to the im- 
pulse, he went and entered into treaty with the school 
mistress to take a number of these poor destitute child- 
dren ; and here was the foundation stone of a mighty—a 
glorious superstructure. Here was the first Sabbath School 
Britain ever saw. Surely the sun that arose that day, shone 
in double lustre, and its rays have already extended their 
light into ‘the dark places of the earth, which are full of 
the habitations of cruelty.’ ‘Phat morning was a harbin- 
ger of many Sabbaths for Britain, and the approaching 
day, when the groaning creation shall be at rest—and the 
earth shall enjoy her Sabbaths again.’ 

* Important consequences depended upon this interest- 
ingmoment. ‘Two years bad elapsed from the commence- 
ment of the first school. On retiring to rest one evening, 
he began to consider that his schoo! had now been fully 
tried, and that it was time for the public good that they 
should be made generally known. On this, instead of go- 
ing to bed, he directly wrote a paragraph, and had it ine 
serted in his newspaper, the Gioucester Journal. It was 
copied into many other papers, and in consequence he had 
applications from all parts ofthe empire. To a letter fiom 
the North, most earnestly pressing on the subject, he 
wrote an interesting answer, which was published. The 
result of this publication was, that the dormant zeal oi 
many was Called into action. The mode was simple, the 
expense moderate, the advantages grand and striking. 
‘The establishment ef such schools proceeded throughout 
the nation with the rapidity of lightning. 

Through the exertions of several public spirited zentle- 
men in the metropolis, a public meeting was held on the 
7th of September, 1785, and an institution formed bearing 
the title of “ A Society for the support and encouragement 
of Sunday Schools in the different counties of England.” 
This establishment was exceedingly beneficial to the grow- 
ing cause. The Committee of this Society soon engaged 
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the co operation of episcopal authority. “ Among the dig- 

nitaries of the Church, who patronized the plan, the Bish- 
ops of Salisbury and Landafi, and the Deans of C antet bury 
and Lincoln, obtained a conspicuows place, by their 2 ‘al 
and tatents.” Other distinguished c! \aracters did not besi- 
tate to give the whole weigiit of their influence in favour of 
this good institution. Thas, uate soe the opposi- 
tion which was made to the early efforts of Mr. Raikes ; 
notwithstanding he was told, that it was fully to begin with 
children, and that he should ‘begin by reforming tlie high- 
er class of society, &c. the work went forward, bearing down 
all opposition. ‘To the cavils and contempt that were cast 
upon him, in consequence of his attention to tle lower 
classes of society, be trium). hantly replied, “ the poor have 
the Gospel preached unto them.” 

Before his death, which took place in IS11, he had ac- 
counts of the esiablishinent of similar schools tn various 
parts of the country, comprehending no less than rurer 
HUNDRED THOUSAND CHILDREN. 

‘Well might he say,” observes Lancaster, ‘ to one who 
loves the sound of his name and will cherish his memory 5 
Ican never pass by the spot where the word 11iV came $0 
powerfully into my mind, wi‘hout lifting up my hands and 
heart to heaven, in gr atitude to God, for having put such @ 
thought into my heart.” 

- The schools,” says Mr. James, “ were at first universal- 
ly conducted by hired teachers. This entailed a load of 
pecuniary difficulty upon the plan, which, had it not been 
removed, must have considerably retarded its progress, and 
consequent! y diminished its usefulness. The Sunday School 
Society alone expended, during the sixteen first years of 
its existence, no less than four thousand pounds sterling in 
the salaries of teachers. And this was noi the least evil at- 
tending ipon purchased labour. Hired teachers can scarce- 
ly be expected to possess either the zeal or ability of those 
who engage in the work from motives of pure benevolence. 
Gratuitous tusiruction was an astonishing improvement of 
the system; laying a solid basis for its efficacy, and ensur- 
ing its success, but which does not appear ta have entered 
into the views of its author. ‘ Were we asked,’ says a writer 
in the London Sunday School Repository, ‘ whose name 
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stood nextto that of Robert Raikes in the annals of Suuday 
Schoois, we should say, that of the person who first came 
forward, and voluntarily proffered his exertions, his time, 
and his talents, to the instruction of the young, and the 
poor; since an imitation of his example has been the great 
cause of the present flourishing state of these institutions, 
and of all the future additional increase which may be 
reasonably anticipated.’ The exact time when this was 
first introduced is not known, nor where it commenced ; 
but about the year 1800 this plan became very genera! 
throughout Europe. 


(To be continued. ) 


RECOMMENDATIONS OF SABBATH SCHOOLS. 

The General Association of Massachnsetts, speaking of the import- 
ance of early instructing children in the knowledge of the Scriptures, 
they observe : 

‘¢ How, then, shall this be most successfully accomplish- 
ed? No other method can supersede the necessity of fam- 
ily instruction. ‘The obligation of parents to teach their 
children the Scriptures, is one which God hasim posed, and 
for the discharge of which be will require a strict account. 
But it is believed, that parents may be greatly aided in this 
important work. In the domestic circle, it is difficult to 
fix the attention, and excite the youthful mind to the de- 
evee requisite to make any considerable progress. The 
concerns of a family are often so numerous, that even by 
the well-disposed, but little time can be spared for the ex- 
clusive instruction ofchildren. These difficulties are obvi- 
ated by associating the members of different families under 
ile same instructors. The listlesness of youth is overcome 
by seeing others engaged in the same pursuits, and much 
time is saved by pareuts for religious meditation, or other 
necesssary concerns. The most successful methods of pros 
ceeding with children, we believe, are Sabbath Schools and 
Bible Classes. Such is the known and tried utility of these 
schools, that no town, or district, should be without one, 
where a pious and suitable teacher can be procured.” 





Recommendations of Sabbath Schools LF 


SUNDAY SCHOOLS IN NEW-JERSEY. 


The Right Rev. Bishop Cross, in his late address to the 
Convention of the Protestant Episcopal Church in that 
state, observes :— 


‘ The attention to the establishment and instruction of 


Sunday Schools, in the churches of our communion, as 
noticed in my last address, has certainly increased since 
that period. May the promoters and instructors of insti- 
tutions se laudable, and which promise such extensive 
usefulness to society, and to the welfare, both temporal and 
eternal, of individuals, persevere in their exertions, and be 
blessed with the rewards which they respectively merit.” 





FROM THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH. 


“In many of our cities and populous villages, Sabbath 
Schools have been instituted for children and adults, ta 
which thousands are taught to read the word of God, and 
are instructed in the principles of religion, They are led 
also to the Sanctuary of the Lord by their teachers, and 
thus enjoy the benefit of that Gospel, which otherwise, 
perhaps, multitudes of them had never heard,” 





SYNOD OF NEW-YORK AND NEW-JERSEY. 


* The number of Sabbath Schools is constantly increas- 
ing. In our congregations in the country, as well as is 
our cities, these institutions have been established, and ai- 
most universally are attended with good effects.” 





SYNOD OF OHIO. 


The Synod of Ohio, at their last Session, expressed their 
sense of the importance of Sunday Schools, and advise the 
éstablishment of them, wherever practicable. The Synod, 
moreover, “recommend to serious minded persous, that 
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‘| 28 Sabbath School Anecdotes. 
f they consecrate a few hours of the Sabbath to the noble 
- object of instructing children and youths in the neighbor- 


hoods and settlements where Societies cannot be formed.” 
Other Ecclesiastical bodies have formally recommended 
the estblisiiment of Sabbath Schools. The printed docu- 


ments, however, are not, at this moment, in our F possession. 
——— 
J ables 
- SABBATH SCHCOL ANECDOTES. 
7 O11 visiting a case of dis!ress,a girl was seen kneeling at 
a Le bed, with a Test: um nt by her side; on being observed, 
she arose and immediately rap away: enquiry was then 


made respecting the clild, to which the sick woman repli- 
ed, “ Do not call her a child, she is a little angel—for, she 
visits me, and reads to me, and brings to me every half- 
penny she can get, often six pence on Suuday, and some- 
times more.” On the following Sabbath, the child who 
belongeth to Walworth Sunday School, was called iuto 
the committee room, and questioned concerning her mo- 
tive for so doing; her reply was, That they had desired 
her to learn the first chapter of James, where she found 
: that “ pure religion and undefiled before God and the Fa- 
, ther, is this—to visit the Fatherless and widows in their 
af afflictions.” 





i In a recent instance, a youth that had been instructed 

in a Sunday School, has evinced a spirit of charity, rarely 

: surpassed : after the late public examination at the Adelphi 

| Chapel, a bey came into the vestry, and requested his 
, name to be received as a subscriber at Sixpence per week 5 


upon enquiry it appeared, that his liberality was produced 
by having, in the school, received and appreciated the ben- 
efit of iustruction, which he expressed a desire to extend to 
others. When questioned as to the propriety of his pay- 
ing so large a subscription, he readily replied, that he re- 
ceives more than that sum per week, which is entirely at 
j his own disposal, 2 and, therefore, will cheerfully contribute 

the subscription tendered. 
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PROPOSAL SO SABBATH SCHOOLS. 
YALE Co.uecg, Jan. 4, 1819. 
To the Editor of the Guardian. 


Dear Sir,—I have lately read the Prospectus for the 
Guardian with much interest, and think that such a Period- 
ical Work cannot fail of being highly useful to the rising 
generation. Ihave thought much on the hint suggested 
for using it as a premium in Sabbath Schools, and am per- 
suaded if it could be carried into extensive operation, it 
would be productive of the most happy effects on the 
minds of youth. Sach an object placed before them, 
would have a direct tendency to excite them to diligence 
and perseverance in-their Sabbath School studies, and at 
the same time, the Work would afford them the most in- 
teresting and important instruction, calculated to promote 
their present and eternal good. 

To forward, therefore, the introduction of the Guardian 
into Sabbath Schools, I beg leave to suggest the following 
plan, for the inspection of Parents and Sabbath School 
Peachers. 

1. Any scholar who will engage to earn eight cents per 
month, by his studies, may take the Guardian as his pre- 
miu. 

2. As every scholar thus engaging becomes a subscri- 
ber, he must be expected to fulfil his engagement, and if 
he fail to earn, by his studies, the specified sum, he must 
make up the deficiency. 

3. Every scholar shall be entitled to a cent ticket for 
learning one chapter in the Sabbath School Catechism, or 
five lessons im the Evangelical Primer, or teu answers in 
the Assembly’s or Church Catechism, or twenty verses of 
Hymus; and the same ratio for all other studies. 

4. Twoor more scholars may unitedly receive the 
Gaardian as their premium, who are not able individually 
to earn the number of tickets above specified. 

5. As one mean of furnishing Sabbath Schools with 
suitable funds to provide premiums for the children, let 
those parents who are able, cont:ibute to the Sabbath 
School Treasury, the sums that shall be earned by their 
children respectively. | Yours respectfully, 

wn Tue Yourn’s Frienp 
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SO The Robber’s daughter. 
THE ROBBER’S DAUGHTER. 


As the amiable Miss Martha Field was walking 
one morning on the lawn before her father’s house, 
she heard a noise at the gate, and leoking round, 
saw a poor little girl open it, and run towarda her. 
She appeared about nine years old; she had neither 
shoes nor bonnet on, while afew patched rags. rudely 
hung together, composed her clothing. Yet, though 
so meanly clad, her dark blue eyes glistening with 
tears, and her rosy sun- burnt face shaded with flowing 
curis, and her simple inteHigent look, and the uncon- 
scious wildness of her manners, much interested 
Miss F. as the little gipscy-look iy girl drew near. 
‘¢ Please ma’am,” said the child, weeping as she 
spoke, “my mamma’s very ill, my mamma’s very 
ill, and father says that she will die, and leave poor 
GBeisey, and be told me to run to the Squire’s and 
beg ar some good things to make poor mammy well 
ceain? « Don't cry so, my poor little girl,’ said 
Miss F. kindly and condescendingly, ** we'll try what 
we can do for your poor mother, and I hope she’ 
S oon set well again. Pray what is your name, and 
where do you live 2? 6 Ma’am, I’m Betsey Brown, 
and we live on the side of the bill in the forest, just 
by the rock, all alone by ourselves, and we hav’nt 
got any body to help us now mother’s ill.” © Come 
into the kitchen, Betse y Brown, and sift by the fire- 
side, and you shall have something to eat, and Vil 
try what we can do for your sick mother.” 

“Miss Field immediate ly went to her father, and 
told him ali the circumstances of the case, and asked 
him what should be done for the poor family. Mr. 
F. said that the father ef the little girl was the noto- 
fet: Bill Brown,” the robber and poacher, that 
he lived about three miles off, and that it would be 
too dangerous to go alone. « My dear father,” re- 


iplied Miss I ‘icld, “ perhaps this poor woman Is per- 
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yshing in dreadful ignorance, surely it would be a 
great kindness to do something for her in such an 
awful situation , cannot [ go and see her? it may 
yerhaps do some good, and there is no time to be 
Jost.” My dear Martha,” said Mr. Field, clasping 
his daughter to his bosom, « [love your kind and 
generous spirit, in Compassionating the most forlorn 
and wretched ; go with the poor girl, let your bro- 
ther James accompany you, and the coa: hman shall 
follow you with some medicines and nourishing 
things which you may find useful to the poor 
woman.” 

Miss Field immediately ran to get every thing 
ready ; and in a short timeshe set out, accompanied 
by her brother and Betsey Brown, and followed by 
the coachman. As they walked across the mead- 
ews, they entered into conversation with the little 
girl, and were pleased in noticing the natural quick- 
ness and simplicity of the child. ‘They found that 
she had been totally without instruction, and could 
not even say her letters: she did not know that she 
had a soul, and never heard of God or Christ, ex- 
rept from her father’s oaths and blasphemies. Miss 
field asked her if she would not be glad to go to the 
Sunday School, to learn to read her book, and to 
become wise and good. _* O yes,” said she, « I wish 
dady would let me go to the Sunday School, I have 
often asked him. My cousin Anne Jones, who has 
been in the schoo! some time, reads so well, and has 
such nice pretty books given to her, that I shouid be 
very glad to go too, if I might.” 

‘Thus conversing, they came to a very dreary part 
of the forest, almost impassable; here their little 
condactor showed them the way between the bram- 
bles and underwood, running before them, and point- 
ing out their path. At length, in a very solitary 
part of the forest, they saw the sinoke ascending 
from a concealed spot, and the little girl pointing 
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between the trees, exclaimed, « That’s where we live 
Ma’am.” It was a rude hovel indeed, apparently 
built in an old quarry ; the walls were made of mud 
and sticks interwoven; and the roof composed of 
thatch and brambles. A lurcher dog stood centinel 
at the cottage door, and barked furiously when he 
saw strangers approaching 5 but the little girl fear. 
lessly ran and hugged him round the neck, and com- 
manded him to bequiet. As Betsey Brown opened the 
door, they saw a tall fierce looking man in the house, 
snd Miss F.’s heart began to betray her ; but such is 
the effect of kindness and condescension, even on 
desperate characters, that the robber pulled off his 
hat and loaded the kind lady and gentleman with ten 
thousand thanks for coming to visit his wife in the 
time of affliction. Betsey brought a stool for the 
lady to sit down by the poor woman ; she approached 
to her, and found her in one corner of the hovel, ly- 
ing on a miserable bed of straw, covered with a few 
rags and an old cloak, while the blasts of the forest 
drove pitilessly through the crevices of the mud 
walls. Miss F. found the poor woian in a very 
weak state indeed ; but on giving her some cordials 


and nourishing food, she revived a little, so as to be 


able to thank her for her kindness. Miss F. em- 
braced the opportunity of speaking to her on the con- 


cerns of her soul. « Alas! said the wretched wo- 


man, “i have never thought of God while health 
continued, and now, alas! *tistoo late; 1 feel that I 


am dying, and that without a hope. Oh my poor 


children! William, V illiam, let my poor childreu 
go to the Sunday School, this is my dying request, in 
order that they may be saved from the miserable 
end of their mother.” Shesaid this with a wild and 
agitated tone, and then fell back and groaning deep- 
ly, expired. ‘The scene was even too affecting for the 
stern robber, and big tears rolled down his hardy face, 
like drops of water oozing from the rugged reck. 
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Poor Betsey, when she saw that her mother’s eyes 


were shut, and felt her hands growing cold and 


could get no answer to her questions, did cry most 
piteously ; and her little brother did weep because 
sister wept; and all the party wept for grief or sym- 
pathy. *Tis enough to make the Christian weep, to 
see a fellow-immortal on the verge of eternity, with- 
out a hope 3; to attend the death-bed of a sinner, and 
hear the last mortal sigh as the awful introduction, 
to never ending ** weeping and wailing and gnash- 
ing of teeth.”? Oh that those who are living in sin, 
careless of God and their never-dying souls, would 
lay this thought to heart, and consider what their 
situation will be on the bed of death, unless they 
now fly for mercy to «the Lamb of God who taketh 
away the sins of the world.” 

Miss Field and her brother, after obtaining Wil- 
liam Brown’s solemn promise to attend to his wife’s 
dying injunction, and send the children to the Sun- 
day school, left the cottage, with many painful feel- 
ings, after desiring the coachman to render the dis- 
tressed family all the assistance in his power. When 
they returned to their father’s house, the affecting 
scenes they had witnessed, afforded them, in the mo- 
ments of reflection, many solemn and salutary Ies- 
sons, and they firmly resolved to use their most 
strenuous exertions to rescue the poor children from 
the peculiar dangers and temptations to which they 
were exposed. 

In afew weeks, Miss Field and her brother called 
again at the cottage, and by their earnest persua- 
sions. and the girl’s constant entreaties, William 
Brown at last consented to send his children to the 
Sunday school, on the next Sunday, if they would 
give them some clothes, which they agreed to do. 
When they left the house, poor Betsey followed them 
through the forest, thanking them with all her heart 
for their great kindness. When they returned home, 
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Miss Field immediately set to work to prepare a 
new dress for the girl, and James engaged, out of 
his pocket money, to pay the tailor for a complete 
suit for the boy. On Saturday the clothes were sent 
to the cottage, and when the poor children saw them, 
they thought no people in the world would be so 
smart as they. As for Betsey, she could hardly 
sleep all Saturday night for thinking of the Sunday 
school; * O what a fine thing it will be to go to the 
Sunday school! to see so many good children to- 
gether, and to hear them allsing; and to be taught 
by the good dear ladies and gentiemen ; and for the 
Squire to talk to us, and to pray with us, was there 
ever so fine a thing in the worid as to go to a Sun- 
day school?” As soon as ever it was light, up Jumped 
the little girl, and put on her clothes in haste. Alas! 
she had never learned to kneel by the bed side, and 
to beg God Almighty’s blessing: no pious mother 
taught her to lisp an infant prayer, and told her 
that God would deign to hear a child’s requests. 
How great the value of a pious mother, or father, or 
teacher, who instructs the young to begin and end 
the day with prayer and praise ! Betsey then awoke 
her little brother and dressed him ; after which they 
took their brown bread, and their porringers of 
milk, and soon set off on their journey to the school. 
The larks sang sweetly, the lambs played cheerfully, 
and they were as happy as either, while they walk- 
ed across the meadows to the school. 

Soon the children approached near to the school- 
house, *tis a neat white-washed cottage in the church- 
yard, just by the yew tree. Miss Field saw the lit- 
tle strangers approaching, and going out to meet 
them, she took hoid of them, one in each hand, and 
led them into the school. What a number of nice 
tidy looking boys and girls were there; they seem- 
ed as happy as happy could be! Squire Field then 
put down their names in a boek, and told them to be 
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good children, and to come to school in good time, 
and to mind what their teachers said. ‘* Was there 
ever such a kind man in the world as Squire Field ?” 
said Betsey to herself. ‘Then all the children stood 
up and sung a hymn. How sweet are the notes 
which children raise when their gentle voices join 
to praise the God of mercy and the Saviour of sin- 
ners! Then they all kneeled down, and Mr. Field 
prayed that God would bless poor children, and for- 
give all their sins fur Jesus Christ’s sake, and make 
them good and wise in the days of their youth. 
How ought all good children to love those who pray 
with them and for them! ‘Then the children went 
to theirteacher; they moved regularly and quietly 
to their places, like soldiers at the word of com- 
mand. These were quite new scenes for poor Bet- 
sey; she had never seen any thing of the kind be- 
fore, and was often saying to herself, «* What a fine 
thing is a Sunday school !” 


(To be continued. ) 
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SELECT SENTENCES. 


Get this principle wrought in your heart, that there is 
nothing got by sin, but misery; nothing lost by holiness, 
but Hell. 


In the morning think what you have to do, for which 
ask God’s blessing 3 at night, what you have done, for 
which you must ask pardon. 


He that fears God truly, serves him faithfully, loves him 
entirely, prays unto him devoutly, and distributes to the 
poor liberally. 

It is dangerous to jest with God, death or the devil; for 
the first neither can nor will be mocked ; the second mocks 
all yen some time or other ; aud the third puts an eternal 
sarcasm on these who are too familiar with him. 
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REFLECTIONS,ON THE END OF THE YEAR. 


Th’ obedient sun, at God’s command, 
Once more his course has run ; 
Another Year’s for ever fled, 
And a new year begun. 


Within the year that’s now no more, 
hy What multitude’s are gone, 
| Summon’d by death’s resistless call, 
Into a world unknown ? 


While thousands, younger far fhan I, 
Have clos’d their earthly race, 

Midst tombs unnumber’d Lam spar’d, 
A monument of grace. 


And while along life's dangerous path, 
Securely I have trod, 

Reflect, my soul; what have I done 
To serve iny guardian God ? 


How many precious hours and days 
Have 1 in trifles spent ; 

What blessings unimprov’d appear, 
What murmuring discontent ! 


Blinded by earth’s deluded toys, 
Which lead the heart astray, 

How often have IJ turn’d aside 
From wisdom’s narrow way ! 


Alas! how slowly have [ learn’d 
Religion’s heavenly art ; 

How seldom have I rais’d to God 
An undivided heart ! 


Even in his presence, in his house, 
Before his awful throne, 

How often have my ireacherous thoughts 
To countless follies flown! 


Lord, glorify thy boundless grace, 
By saving me from Sin: 

Cast out, my God, the hateful foe, 
And make me only thine. 


(ne a ee 


The best way to keep out wicked thoughts, is always (¢ 
be employed in good. 





